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committed by France and the formal insult to our Minister had been perpetrated by France, the advances should come from the offending Government. Technically, they were right; practically, they were wrong. Adams's action was sound as well as noble statesmanship.
Thus came about the extraordinary mission, of which Marshall was a member, to adjust our differences with the French Republic. The President had taken great care in selecting the envoys. He had considered Hamilton, Jefferson, and Madison,1 for this delicate and fateful business; but the two latter, for reasons of practical politics, would not serve, and without one of them, Hamilton's appointment was impossible. Pinckney, waiting at Amsterdam, was, of course, to head the commission. Finally Adams's choice fell on John Marshall of Virginia and Francis Dana, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts; and these nominations were confirmed by the Senate.2
But Dana declined,3 and, against the unanimous advice of his Cabinet,4 Adams then nominated El-bridge Gerry, who, though a Republican, had, on account of their personal relations, voted for Adams for President, apologizing, however, most humbly to Jefferson for having done so.6
No appointment could have better pleased that unrivaled politician. Gerry was in general agree-
1  Hamilton proposed Jefferson or Madison.  (Hamilton to Pickering, March 22, 1797; Lodge: Cabot, 101.)
2  Works: Adams, k, 111-18.                       8 Ib.
4  Gibbs, i, 467,469, and footnote to 530-31.
5  Austin: Gerry, ii, 134-35.